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| R1GHT HoNouRAPBE, | 


"Have wT 164 ti enfuis 
Wm em odors to x hee h 
1 received fromTon. I know T 

Ot deliver not here my own' ſenſe., 
but that ou all joyntly concur, in this Teſti- 
mony, that nothing is ſo ſafe as an old Pattern 
in Rnle, nothing ſo Hddrable as the Name 
of Rix ohteouſnels to crown it. Should no- 
velt ws, Manners and of Diſcipline pet in, 
"ut grow looſe and unbound : Should Power 
be reckon'd for true Glory , they quickly be- 
come Barbarous ; but when Primitive 
Prafice prves the Form, and Religion the 
CharaGer , then Government appears in all. 
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THE EPISTLE DEDICATORY, = 
its Strength and Baygety. 1 bis is the Subjet\ 
I ſpeak to : Yet notwithſtanding the truth of 
it, I may reaſonably expe the Cenſures of 
corrupt men, wbo bave all the levity of Fudes + 
ment in deviſing new Models, and the Vanity 
of Paſſion in courting a Great Name : The 
one ſerving to unſettle the Subje&, and the 
other toterrify. But I bope an Ancient and 
Chriſtian City, as thi is, will purſue Ancient 
Examples as their beſi-Guide, andthe Fant 
of Piety as their Nobleft - reward, That 
You may Flouriſp in botb .3s the - Batoel. 
Frayer of”. Rs QA ger. 4 4-4 4 oktng 2a" 
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Your Honours moſt Humble Servant, 
Tax of i 3 4 * | TY id f Jt, 46100 
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EXCELLENCY. 
PR IMITIVE GOVERNMENT, 


SVN ſo 26. 


And I will reſtore thy Judges, as at the Py 
and thy Counſellours, as attbe LT . 
afterwards thou ſhalt be called 4be City of 
 Kigbteouſt neſs, the F attoful City. 


SD-0 5 $N the foregoing Verſe of 'this 
Chapter God declares the Mer- 
2 cy he "def on'd the City Jeruſa- 
lem ; which was to fit- over 1t), 
ikea a tryer or purifier of Metals, that Gen 
ſeth away all thedroſs and corrupt mixtures 
of their Body, The Firethat ſhould do 
this upon the Jews, was'the Fire of Af 
figion, which naturally is not- uſeful to 
the Patient, as having nothing elſe in- it 
but conſuming qualities :- but'God would 
oyer-rule them by his Power to refort. 


B After 
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2 The Excellency of Paimitive- Government, * 
|. Aﬀer he had ſufficiently chaſten'd his peo- 
ple,the fruit of that VV ork ſhould be a Uni. 
verſal change :: No more of T nor Hypo- 
critical W ickedneſsin the Land, but Siver 
refind, i. e. a heart pare and upright in its 
Religion. Thus God makes his Judgments 
ſerviceable to his Church ; and the ſame. 
Rod, that cauſed the W ound, to flouriſh. 
again-with blofloms for is healing. But 
becauſe a Kingdom cannot be long ſetled 
in a Religious Courſe without good Ma- 
piſtrates ſet overit, who may bind Subjedts 
both by Authority and example; God 
provides here Governours in my Text to 
campleat the bleſſing he promiſes ; which 
would be otherwiſe imperfeR, and by con- 
ſequence the Fame of a Reformation very 
{mall}; were not ſuch powerful Inſtruments 
_ employ'd; Theſe are the right Nurling: 
| Fathers that breed up a Church, and the 
nobleſt Heraulds to proclaim it to-the 
World. And Iwill reftore thy Tudges 4% 
tbe firſt, &c, — WS | 


1 ſhall not now inquire into: the time 
when this Promiſe of Gods was 'fulfilt'd ; 
whether preſently after the Babyloniſh capti- 
vity, under Zerubbabel , Egra and Nebe- 
miab ; or rather in the day s of the Goſpet, 
when tors rulers did prati Fein theCburch ; 
but conſider the Words barely in them- 

ſelves, and ſo they afford us theſe Obſer- 
vables : 

i. That the Gift of Magiftracy i is 

from God. 

2. That 'a People is mgi'y y bleſsd 
with that Gift, when Magiſtrates 
are reſtored by him —_— ton 
Primitive Pattern — Fudge as at 


the farſft , and Convſellors a5 "a8 the 
beginning. 

2. That the Natural Ifſac of a Go- 
 vernmertt thus qualiffd,; is theRe- 
 putativerof U prightneſs end truth 
. mall the oe — Afterwards 
 ; #box\fhale be cafÞd the City o righ- 


. tebuſnels;; be faitbfel C3 
wit T* mini "1 IL That 
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Shop 


-T. That the Gife of Magiſtracy is 
from. God. 
. . Fhere are indeed Powers : that ſct up 
themſelves , mock Judges that counterfeit 
a Law, bat the true order of Government 
is. immediately to be fetch'd from Gdds 
Inſtitution; The firſt have no other right 
than what Sin and Satan bas ; the one 
being permitted to infe&, and the otherto 
vex the World : but the latter peculiarly 
bears his ſoveraign charaQter. Therefore to 


him the Apoſtle refers all the: original of 
| worldly rule; and though the Kinds of it 


in vtates may be Jetrmmdd by men, yer 
the thing it ſelf is of a Divine Eſtabliſh- 
That:;which leads men'to joynin 
Gocictien, and appoint Governours, as thc 
links tohold them:together, is the very in- 


ftinft. of  Natmres: Law; which: didtates to 


us-all.thenepeſlary!yays, that conduce to 
the. Peace and. "ons of- one another. 


dwengy faxch. for the Author of 
Ie, Ups find. At: ta he none 


W's 
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elſe bur God himſelf, who has engrav'd 


this notion-in every mans Soul, whence we 
ought to conclude, that it is he who works 
in our Appointment. | 

How common-that ſtamp and impreſſi- 
on-is, may be eaſily evinc'd from the Practi- 
ſes of the World; whoas they are gene- 
rally inclind to entet into fellowſhip, ſo do 
they as generally agree in the;manner of 
their Union; and that is by ſetting up 
ſome Coecrcive Power, to reſtrain: the 
wildneſs of living , which an-uncontroll'd 
freedom would certainly lead them to. 

Wecan all preſently conclude that a 
State of abſolute Liberty is a State of War, 
and Unlettlement; every. one-then provi- 
ding for himſelf, and firiving to, maintain 
his own Intereſt ro the Prejudice of.others; 
which. being: 2 Life of. ;wrong and Violence, 
is utterly; repugnant tothe happineſs of our 
Being $.- And this we all find. qut.by the 


OE oh, NatugghDiſcqurſe. : . WW hich. light ; 
God being, the:; Author, of., when we fet- 
Magis- 
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Magiſtrates over us for the remedying of 
thoſe evils , we are not fo rightly Taid to 
make, as to diſcover that Order he has pro- 
posd, In that Univerſal Judgment we 
have of its Uſe , God is the giver of the 
Sentence; and we ought to refer it to {o 
Univerſal a Caule. ; 

Beſides this that I have ſaid, the vary 
Good we reap from Magrfiracy, does ſuft- 
ciently ſhow its Orrginal , and that the In- 
ſirution of it ſprings from ſuch a God, 
that tenderly regards our Well-being, 
Here the Concern of Providence is made 
known, in thus bleſſing Mankind , and 
fixing their Condition : which might be 
otherwiſe queſtion'd , ſhould it extend to 
other Creatures below, in ſetting arule to 
their -operations, and leave the noblelt 
withour Principles implanted in him for 
eſtabliſhing his Peace. But by the benefit 
of Dominion (which redounds to us all) 
WE trave the rooLdnels ef? the Moſt 'Fligh: 
Inthat Copy we ſee bvely repeoſentations 
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of Himſelf , and expreſs chargFers of his | 

Mercy. Do we not all allow it to be his 

W ork , when we ſee contrary Principles 

unite, and harmoniouſly agree to the Pro- 

duction of things? In the ſame manner 

ought we to acknowledge his Hand, when 

we conſider how the contentious natures: 

of men are fo far reconcil'd , as to beger: 

Order in the World, Behold here the glo- 

rious Marks of a Benefacor ! who ſeems: 

to create us anew by conforming us to rale, 

and gives to cach all the goods of Man- 

kind by ſetling a mutual enjoyment..W hat: 

can more expreſs him in his Power ( and 

that Power mercifully exercisd ) then b- 

mane Government ? For by this. the ſtate: 

of things 1s repaird , and the very. ſpirits: 

of men at once aw'd and better d , which: 

are the Propereffe&s of Divinity. 

[t is. a true Title given ta Magiitrates: 

in the Pſalms, where God 1s introaduc'd 71. 5. 

ſpeaking to them after the delivery of their” 

Comnuſſon, I bave ſaid.ye are Gods; a” | 
WHILE: 


- The'Excellency'of Paſeſſtive"Givernneye, "=" 
while they are in that ſtation they ceaſe ta 
be common Men, and ſharein the Auths: 
rity of their Soveraign; whereby:-both they 
are taught to a& like Gods, and. SubjeQs to 
revere them, Should Magiſtrates . omit 
W orks of Juſtice and Mercy;(which juſti- | 
fy that high name) they areno more Gods, 
but Idols ; nay, the worſt fort of 1dols,that 
being made to repreſent, do yet foully re- 
proach Divine Power : On the other ſide 
ſhould People reſiſt, libel, or abuſe them, 
and ſo ſtrive to deface the. marks - of .their 
Greatneſs, they ſtrike at. the Majeſty of 
the Supreme. We may all learn. Duty, 
from conſidering that God is the Founder 
of humane Government ; and therefore the 
ends of that Foundation ought. to be an- 
{wer'd by a right Influence of the Head , 
and a due-obedience in the.parts govern'd: 
Thus much for the Firſt Obſervable. 
11. That a People is highly bleſs'd with 
that Gift, when Magiſtrates arereſtord by. | 
him according to a Primitive:Pattern —« # 
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Gudges as at the fir, "and 1 Conſemer a5 at 
the begimiinp- 1; 

As the- Truth of Relipionii tobe found 
out by examining what was delivered at 
the beginning ; ſo isthe Excellenty of Go- 
' vernment by the ſame method to be ſhown, 

_ Errours in Faith and defedts in Politiquer, 
may be both m—_ with Novelty ; for 
though they may bear a long Date in the 
World, yet there 'is a degenerating in 
both Nod: firſt Principles. * Such is the 
corruption 'of Mans Nature, that by de- 
grees it-{poils his private belief and his AY | 
lick praQfe. -T hereis now adays another 
Spirit in the World; than whatour Fore- 
fathers were gtided by : 41] our Models are: 
corrupt becaule our ends are ſo, whereas the 
purity of Government was at firſt retain'd. 
There theSpring ran clear,arid hada whole- 
ſomneſs in its current; which was afterwards 
loſt by being convey'd i in a foul channel. 
Therefore we ought to--ask after the old 
paths, and inquire for the ancient ways to 
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"10 The Excellency of; Pytmitive Government. 
walk in J that ſo the bleffing of Magiftracy 
may the-more appear. And'this: will be 
leard by conſidering © OO I 

1. The Perſons thatof old did govern,. 
2. T he Rule they fallaw'd:. bs 
1. T he Perſons that of old did govern}: 
W hen God form'd aRepublick amongſt 
the Jews (where he himſelt did immediate. 
ly rule ).a Moſes, a Foſhnab were his Subs: 
ſiitutes ; and a- Sanhedrim of Elders with: 
like gifts to-alſift ther. The Spirir-(where- 
with-they. were fill d was a Spirat of Wiſdom - 
to dired;and of Conrage ta execute; the Fire 
that inflam'd'them- was a Zeal for Fuſlice;, 
and the Principle of their-aRing,a- Religion 
EF Ear. Theſe were the. Groces they then eX- 
cc]l'd: in ; God. taking: ſpecial: care that a: 
Frame of higs-0wn ereGing ſhouldhave fu- 
table Miniſters to keepit. Compare Ferbros 
equnle! to Moſes ( Ex.18.) with that choice' 
of perſons God afterwards: approv'd*; and 
you will fiad a right ſpeculation urely rat!» 
hed by Examples. Thar vile py 
EP which 
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which Polticianſhave made betwixt Profit 
and 'Honeflywas not then known; nor a pub- 
lick Spirit counted a Paradox, With them 
Daty and Intereſt were the ſame ; Trath.ſet 
up there for' Art of Governitng,and Conſci- 
ence for the Connfellonr, Whatever adions 
they entred upon , as they were duly 
weigh'd, ſo they were vertuouſly purlued ; 
ſo that the Government 'of the Subje& in 
their Days, ſeem'd to be like that of the 
Creatures in {Paradiſe, where, He that was 
veſted in the Dominion , manifeſted the 
higheſt and moſt difficule kind of Inno- 
cence, namely Integrity of Power. 
If we conſult the ancient Hiſtories of the 
Heathens concerning the rife of their famous 
Cities, fuch were Sparta; Athens,and Rome; 
we may perhaps find an appearance of 
ſome-gifts'in thefirſt Rulers of them,viz. a 
ſhow of Wiſdom' and Courage in their pro- 
ceedings: though (if we narrowly fifr the 
natureof rhoſeQuahiries) they really miſs'd 
of them ; all their 2iſdom being lodged in . 
C 2 _ the 
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the Head of a Serpent that deceives, and 
their courage in the Heart of a Lion that de- 
vours. Burt as for a Religious Fear, this was 
utterly baniſhed from their. minds, whence 
a Conſcience of Duty betng-laid aſide, a 
Zeal too for Fuſtice' was extinguiſhed, 
Therefore they are upon no account a pate | 
tern to a Chriſtian, State ;, ſince whatever 
ſeem'd glorious in_their acts, it was but a. 
faint reſemblance of good, a colour todif- 
guiſe a. rotten foundation. Bat from the 
Jewiſh Model we may colle&-all thar is fit 
for us. to imitate , wherein-thoſe. Vertues 
met, that might either adorn or: ſupport 
the Fabrick: I have hinted here but, Four 
they were endued with ; to.which-all-othet 
governing (Qualities.may.be reduced; and 
without: which it is impoſſible co-make a 

ge. Eet a: Magifrate lack Wife 

om in bis Rule, and he looks contempti: 
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bly ; as Sampſon did to the Philiſtims, when 
he laid hold upon-the Pillars without Eyes: 
et him want Conrage,and he looks weakly; 


as: 
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as Government: daes i in. Pidure, where the 
Sword is boru-in vain; but take once from 
him thetwo latter, a Godly Fear and a Leal 
for Juilice, then the very Life of his: Work, 
and the Soul of: his Office is gone. © + + - 
Now to reckon up: the-Follies id a- 
bound among(t Men by reaſon of the Folly, 
Cowardiſe, Irreligion,and Injuftice of Super . 
ours, 1s but to repeat old Remarquesy, ſadly 
confirm'd to. us by the falls and ruins of. 
many Cities. And the wonder.at this is 
eaſily remov'd; for where evil accidents are 
not forefeen , -nor for want of Spirit pre- 
vented; where Conſcience does-not bind, 
nor diſtributive Juftice prevail; there all the 
Seeds of VW eakneſs att fown,-which-nata: 
rally tendsto diffolution. God, who knew 
well the faultsof ſuch a: Miniftery -cu]ldand: 
pick'd. ont: at:the: firſt; right ſadpes in the 
State, thati ſo. the Settlement of his: People 
might be ſeeurd;whichis a Leſſorrtoothes 
States (when. allow: by. their: Prince-the - 
choice of their Magiitrate ).to do The: 
% 
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-2,. The Rule they followd. And that 
was the Statutes and Qrdinances of the Moſt. 
"High. Moſes givesthis account of himſelf 
Exod. 18..6. When the people bave a matter 
they come untome:; and I judge between one 
and another, and. I make them t0 hnow the 
Statutes of God and by Laws. And it was 

Gods ſpecial command to Foſbnab,r Foſh.8, 
T be Book of the Law: ſhall not depart ont of 

thy mouth ; but thou ſhalt meditate therein 
day and:.night, that. 1hou mayeſt obſerve the 
Statutes of God ana ba:Laws, 0 -. * 

It is true,the Fudicial Law God gaverhe 
Zews in.order to.their Government does not 
now bind Chriſtians ;ittbeing! appointediby 
him:no Jongerro-]aſt; cfraweheir/Srate. gin, 

_ to. which. thoſe Conſtitutions were atiems 
perd;: but\'wich:that' State their'ILaws: were 
difſolv'd; and as atrtitirendingofiche Veyl 
of the Temple their: Ceremonies had a peti- 
©d, fo had..their - Judgments 00 at' the de: 
{trucion of:their City; /Thofe Rules they 
generally receivd for” determining- thei 

matters 
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mattersof Rightaand Property were meer- 
ly poſetive ; and-being (6, conld oblige only + 
thoſe-:to whom they were made; whence 
they ceaſtng to be a People, the Force of 
their Policy likewiſe faiked ; ror could any 
Ordinance of theirs extend to the' World; 
but by another pafport of Conimendation, 
which equity might give it. Therefore Chri- 
ſtian States have conftantly"#ffam'd the li- 
berty of governing the Subje& their own 
way according to the difference of perſons, 
places, and times; and by reaforr of thewa- 
riety of Circumſtances which attend every. 
ation, hdve fram'd to themſelves feverat: 
Methods of cnding their Controverſies. - | 
However Magitrates ſtill oughtto have: 
Scripture for- thetr Guide as well: as' the 
Jews had, though not 'in ſuch particular 
caſes; and'from their example are they'm- 
firucted to haverecourſeto therule; which: 
is ſo- benefietaFto-its follewers. And the - 
advantages" a; Governour. reaps: by it-are - 
theſe E-wor 
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1, 1n-that-he learns thence the rw 
comp aſs of his.Duty; - 

2. Heis adi prepard:'ro. execute 

it from a right-Principle. 

1. In that he learns thence the whole 
compaſs of his Duty, Mats Law is very, 
narrow, but-Gods is exceeding broad; for 
it meets with all ſinful enormities.N othing 
there eſcapes;thatdeſerves puniſhment, nor 
is left out that may plead: a.reward. + All 
kind of Sin, and all kind of Veertue js there; 
reveal'd , which the Tables and Books df 
the old Heathens (put all together) do but 
lamely diſcover to us : and the ground of 
that imperfeQion of theirs is plain, becaule 
Reaſon it felt was weak and dim-ſighted, 

when it diftated to them; thoſe Roles: 
whence their Government miſerably failed 


in thoſe two great Hinges, upon which'it 
-turnd , the Service. of God and their 


Nei ohbour.. Should any - doubt of. thus 
Tru, let him ſurvey ul. their- Laws for | 


Divine Worſhip; ws. he will find chem t9- | 


” £ j Ls* 


be (like their Jdoks arid Sarrifices)) proſe-and 
impure; let hin examine'their Civil con- 
ſtitutions', and he: will diſcover the poor 
Fetters -and: Chains , which Juſtice 'was 
bound- 1n.;; DAercy having no Votaries, 
though a T emple to her were Conſecrated. 
But from Gods Law a Magiſtrate knows 
a)l that perfealy belongs to his work ; how 
in regard of that God,he is oblig'd to vindi- 
cate the Unity of his Efſence by a ſinple- 
neſs of Worſhip, the. Majeſty of-bis Name 
with the: Reverence -of -an Oath, and: the 
Holineſs of his Sabbaths with «'diſtinQion 
_ of Duty; in regard of Manhe sbound:to 
prop up theiAuthority of his Prigce;to ſup- 
prels Luſt, Lying,Fraud, Fxtortion;and-all 
manner of: Injuftice ina-Peoples Neitheris 
he only taught thencetoroot outievil from 
amongſt Men, butto be their Minifier for 
good : to put on Rigbieouſneſs as «a robe) und 
Fudement: as 8 Dzagderu «Fg leadrthe bind 
and. ſupport:the lame; 1. e to! aſſiſt Weak 
ones 1n their-Juſt-Caules, that would be 
Sg - D other- 
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78 \. The Exesevcy of./Mimiitivo'Governthont, 
_ btherwiſeoverbor, ' In & wards! to. mix 
Mercy with his Juftice: iz all-his manage: 
ment of affairs. For: the end of Govery: 
ment (which this Rule leatds' us 10). is not 
Wrong nar Violence, but PtoteRion, : * 
__ 2. Heis thereby prepared to execute is 
from a right Principle. LO OTYTED 
The ald. Fudges and Counſellaurs by con- 
ſulting Gads Law had Religion inſtill'd in- 
to! their: Souls; which moſt (powerfully 
works.whets it comes. Honour may enoble 
a Magiſtrates Adts,and like a blazing Lipht; 
give aEuſtre to his.Station ; but Religion - 
(that burjzs in2ard.) reforms his: VV ill and 
Aﬀe&ions in doing them, "Fhis direds 
 Unbnot only to the Worlds:Eye, bat has 
aquick nivg. Vertye.in ſecret, ſparring him 
vp.t 'works.of Jaſtice-andh Mercy j. whe 
no autward' confideration.caty move him 
to-them; ſothat he is always'ready in bis 
Office, which:istiz7d.by ethers'to-renown. 
- Thoſe phiufible feafons marry make ehodie 
ot.tor Judging their Brethren; ſhow mn 
' | $ | ove. 
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love not tobe MiriſBater, Var to be. Hrbw; 
whereas a Religious Superiour'takes tn any 
time fot his Exerciſe, as he'does allkind 
of Perfons forhis Copnirance: Withbim 
nothing is of foree to divert him from, nor 
to byafs him in the Employment. Every 
where his Government extends; for that 
Conſcience, which rules in him (being an 
Univerſal Principle} will be fure to evi- 
dence it-felf in its Effe&s: For this canſe 
WWViſdem'is brought in'by Salomon emphati- 
cally delivering -this Truth, Prov. 8. 20. I 
lend hn1he way of ff Riphreouſneſs, in the mids 
of the paths of Judgment : which imports 
this, that Religionand Fuſtice are naturally 
united, and altogether inſeparable in he 
union; none being” jx5?, but out of a religt- 
09s principle: as none are religious, but by 
a/proof of juft doings. Great cauſe then is 
there for ſtadying ite Rule, wherein the 
Truth of Relicioni is contain'd,” 
You' ſee what Fruits that Study is 
Crown with, and how Maprater at firſt 
Ke 2 abounded ' 
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.abounded .in thew.. Would you be emj- 
nent in your Places, and give your Fame a 
wide Country, to travel in-? Let the Ver- 
tues of Antiquity be.tranſcribed. I know the 
world is generally, apt to cry up Antiquity; 
but what does 4t there chiefly;propound for 
its imitation; except the Habits and Garbs, 
or rather. the-Frrours and Faults of it 2 
which, is like the madneſs of that Pzlgrim;, 
wha pays. his Devotion to an old.: Mont: 
ment, not for the Famous aQs it repreſents; 
but for the Rubbiſþthat lies there, Now- 
thoſe that rightly follow the . Ancients ,. do 
doubly.honour the drate they, live in; for- 
they bring upon the ſtage their, Forefathers 
Glory and their own. I proceed-now tothe 
laſt head of my Diſcourſe ; which is this, 
2. T hat the Natural Iſfſe of a Govern 
ment thus qualify'd is. the: Reputation of 
Uprightnels, and: Truth in all the Mea 
bers — Afterwards thou ſhalt be call d the 
City of Righteouſneſs; the Faithful City. 
2 'Lheſe two.words, K zobteons and K - 
h d; 
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ful comprehend in-them all-the : Duties of 
both Tables:;; for they imply Faithfulneſs 
to.God, and-Rigbreouſneſs towards men: 
fo that when a Cityis Dignifid with them, 
it has all the Praiſe that. Religion may chal- 
kngs.. pot gq 0 vo 254 16 za bets 

In the-management of this Point I ſhall 
do two:things, | $48 

. 1+ Show the Vertue of Good Magi- 

| . :ſtratesinderiving the fame of religion 

to that Gzty where they are planted. 

. 2;. Diſcover: the: Nobleneſs of: thar 

Character toibecall'd the Rzgbreons : 
__ and Fantbful City. 

i Show the: Vertue of Good :Magy- 
ſtrates, &c. — What Influence the:N#- 
zaral head has upon the body in deriving to - 
all parts thereof1enſe and motion, that. the 
Civil has uponitsmem bers:1i The good. ſpit - 
rite, that are convey d thence,give a vigour - 
to the whole. One greatitoaſon why Chriftt - 
dodrine was fo low atthefarſtpublifbing of it- 
tothe worlt,wasbetauſe the Riders belteu'd - 
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© not in im; whencethe Vulgariwere tavglt 
to deſpiſe it; who {lavuhly: depend upog 
their Rulers Senſe, -and>bind:to the awe 
Cbair a Religious Faith and: a Civil Obe: 
dience. Ir is true,' Kelzgzon has: powerful 
charms of its own to per{ſwade ; but though 
the Principles 'of it be-lovely and beaute- 
ous in themſelves, yet they need: a fetting 
off by an:eminent Example: 'Fhe Multi- 
rude-mquires, not -into' the:nature of the 
Coyn;but what is the Princes Swperſcription; 
it regards not; the:Intrinfick WW orth-of a 
Jewel, but the Noblenefs:of the Hand 
that wears it. Should that. be wanting, all 
the Kays itcaſts,are urmm ; and Night ſeems 
to" cover ats:Bripherieſss Now-whenevft 
_ embrace the'Fairh; -they Row 
their Enfegorot Dignity upon it;; | 
it with Yofepb inthe Rog bGbariar Jnr 
it iscommMended tor a People: With that 
ſight,their Coriofity is rais'd tocxaminithe 
Grounds; but withoat much fearch,\ they 
yield tothe Motives,. becauſe Piety _ 
| _ _cenm: 
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them with a: double, Lights.and fo. rakes: off 
all pretence:of: zefſtaneetc - 
Thus the Manners! of Infiriourdi| are 
form'd ; and-the:general Art:of Subjects | 
Living .in the vi hp 151(what: Arifotle de» wn | 
fines Pvoke toi be) an , Art-of, Imitation; 
where. ſomething without is figur'd. ta them. 
to:follow;. And .yau all know. the grear 
Object, ;prdpck'd te every: ones obſerva- 
tion, 1s the Chref Mapiſtrate ; who by rea- 
ſon. of the Tent of h:: Place, and the 
Honourable-Stamp! that is: Pat on him, 
commands. cvety. qnes!regard:;; wherice 
they readily. copy but the Gabdneſs of his. 
Adtians. : 1f Men. be not inwardly: alterd 
or. chatig d, yet to appearancethey or be 
fo ;-for o i Sword that be:has; flr-eal ail: 
Edge froo lis>Life ;: andit is av Edge of 
that dbarpnicls;, tha! it wil] farely Main 7 
to..cut off: Scandal, though 3tioannor kill” 
Hypacrifie.:iThe Stencb of the: Carkaſe will 
be certainly: remov'd, MG ts the Whited. 
TOR rontinue, | 
£: 
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:It is the nature of '4 ertue,” tO checkand 
awe the Spirits of thoſe; that are moſt; yi; 
riouſly-inclin'd ; - but/'then it effeRually 
Pplerces when it comes arm'd with Authority 
to governthem, / That inward reverence. it 
naturally. &reates, - proves now a Law to 
mens paſſions ; and curbs the efteQs of them 
with the Scepter.of Rule. .W ho can chuſe 
underſucha Stare, but ſeek the Fame of 
Well-doing ; when both Reaſon. and Fear 
Joyn their forces to bind him? It were eaſie 
for me to produceinſtances in'thoſe Godly 
Magiftrates-of the Fewiſh” Church; from 
whom the Church gain'd a Name,and Re: 
ligion a Powerto oblige.” 3} Then Was. the 
Temper: ſelf judg'd Sacred, and: every. 
Sacrifice had its value; thenthe whole'Ser: 
vice of - God flouriſhed; becauſe the:Mags 
ſtrate.ppheld it withi his: Devotion: Sucks 
the Forceof a Law-giver,.:when-he makes 
thoſe Laws,he enjoyns,as-ſoman y A81908 
proceeding out of ;his owrrideedsis! 152 _ 
' Lutonthe contrary, any 16-- F 
rands | 
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brands his Seat with Infamy ,'letring looſe 
bywis:examplt the'Viees!6f other? Met: 
whith,garhering their ſif6rng ROM Naru- 
ral corruptiomMebirdly ſtoprs butthen 
they cafilyflowforth;whentheyicanborrow 
from Digmity a colour for Sbime.”/Weread 
El:i'sSons for miſcarriages in fePricſthood 
made the People to'abhor the Offeting. of 
the Lord;:1 Sam} 2, 17, Certainly'no lels do 
Governours in their ſtation vilify Gods 
Worſhip, whenprofaneneſs by their practiſe 
is indulg'd. For $ains,in-the Robe, ſecm 
Gtares toſfinners; and Vice loſes with them 
the deformity of its ſhape, when it takes 
Greatheſs'to cloatbv it.” Therefore you' are 
boundboth now:andat all rime$to be heed- 
ful n-yout choice; where thetredit of 'Re- 
lIigion i&eoncern'd; '- T proceed to difcover; 
\\\IT.”Phe /Nobleneſs'of that Charader to 
be call'd the. Righteous and Faithful City — 
Allforts of: People inthe world arc'am- 
bitious of, a'Namse, as'a refreſhing Shadow, 
which adds to the Pleaſitre of their beings ; 
E but 
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The. Excellency -of-Pagniſibe- Government. 
but moſt are ignorant; wherein the excel. 
lency of it-conſiſts,, Jome place it ingyeqt- 
neſs of Mealth,. others: in: poweri-ob Arms, 
a third 'in the force. ph Eloquenee, that com- 
mands-both ; but.the btight name; of Relj 
gi0nis utter]y-rasd-out by chem;as if it were 
fitter to be: f&d*upon the, VV alls of a Clyy 
_ fer, thana:Gity., But: to-evidence the grol- 

\ neſsof. thistheir:miſteakes confider with me 
theſe.two particulars: -!: 2:79 
ks. I he-Advantage, which.:the"Nont 

} of Religion caricsin 16ſt." I;/7 

2; How itcxcels all other. Names: by 

- _ a compariſon | |! - 1 ol 4? 

- I, Astothe Advantage of the- Name; 

" Fhis will appear, if we regard. {tr as mans 
greateſt Ornament, and-his:beſt Shield: his 
greatelt Ornament; for it ſets outthehiphelt 
perfection of his. Natuee c- his'/beff{Shzels; 
for it containsin it a God to- defend. him 
Nane-can-deny; the firſk;off thefs,, thatwill 
allow-R ealon to; be mans:Fatm, andthe | 
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nity. The'name then' that imports this}, 
muſtriceds be moſt honourable to a People, 
W hat- can more' grace tus, than'to be 
crown'd with the Praiſe of IntelleRual' be- 
ings, and bearing the ſtamp of a Soveraipn 
mind ? Does not the Pride of our Natures 
lye here? Andis it not the Fame of Reli-_ 
ojon that ſpeaks it? Whereſhall Honour 
have place, if the ground of all Honour be 
excluded? DAY 
Of all Priviledges we would aſpire to , 
theſe Two are the greateſt,an Underſtanding 
enlarg'd, and a ill Sanfified. By the one 
we come to concerve the beſt obje&, by the 
other to reſemble Him, And both-theſe Re- 
Iigron beftows ; for it begets in us a Know- 
ledge of our God, and a likeneſs to him: 
which whoever refle& on, will be forc'd 
ro admire the Beaury of its appearance,arid 
learn to defpife alHower accompliſhments, 
as a mean dreſs, that ſerves not 'ſo much to 
ſhow, as diſguiſe the W earers. Here we are 
properly ſeen as Men, and prochim to' the 
E 2 _ _ world 


world the true. birth.of our. Souls , which 

- though they, be Heayenly Sparks, ye af- 
ford no Light, till they.are blown to a. Flame 
from a K eligious exerciſe, Theſe things con- 
fiderd, how can. we chuſe butengaoe in 
that courſe, where as our operations. are at 
their Height, fo they are in their Brightneſ; 

repreſented to the world | 

|  Butit may. be an Ornament, yet defence: 
leſs ; therefore the Name of Religion has 
that farther excellency of a Shield to pro- 
re6 thole it adorns. A City(thus renown) 
mates its enewies with fear : the very ſound 
of its God , conquers : Itis like that ima- 
> ings p10 d Noiſe of Horſes and Ghariots wherewith 
. an Hoſt of the Syrians was diſcomfited.Sofub- 
jxQare men.to the Impreſſions of a Deity, 

that a Nation becomes terrible, when once 
thought by that. Deity to be loved; Intiws 
caſe every Prieſt is. reckon'd a Soxldier, and 
every TI emple counted tobe built a Gita: 

ae! for: War; whence though real Aids 

and Stren ths ma y be wanting ,yet yk 644 

apuN:> 
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abundantly {upply'd by 'an Adverſaries | 
apprehenhon. Eyenthe Heathepr relyidup- 
on this; and thoſe Ciries/of theirs, that'more 
peculiarly ſerved their Gods, fear'd not any 
Enemies would afſault them ; becauſe-they 
knew the Reverence of opinion was a ſut- | 
ficient guard to defend. How much more 
would a known Truth of Worſhip, ſecure 
men from the hoſtility of others, who being 
convinced of the (infulnels of the AR, toge- 
ther with the Majeſty of the Avenger,muſt 
needs tremble at the Crime | You ſee the 
Advantage of the Name in itſelf. Conſider 

I. How it excels all other Names by a 
compartſon. + - wk 

The great Renown moſt Cities have - 
purchas din the world is either for Arts, for. 
Riches, or the warlike V atour of the Inha- 
bitants ; butallthis is. nothing anſwerable 
to that eſteem gain'd by Religion. 

I confeſs Arts have anIntrinſick worth;but- 
then they are net uſeful to another W orld ; 
and ſome here, though they may improve 

; the - 
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the Underſtanding —— they ; do. nor: per- 


fe& the Will : A Aergf Fame ' monnts 


butlitele',- when borti upen the Wingr:of 


ther,” But as for riobes/, they: have -no 
worth at all; it is the Opinion of Men 
oives them their value; andbeſides, their 
Tyrannical-nature is, to vex and opprels 
their.own Maſters: therefore Fame here 
creeps on the Ground, not being able to get 
upward by reafon of the Weight of its bur- 
den. Laſtly for warlike Valour : It is in- 


deed helpful to a State, and conduces not 


only to kw defence, but tothe enlargement 
of a Dominion ; yet withal,, it generally 


lyes in a Brut force , and is many times 
employ'd in that fad Work of ruming 
Wome, and planting a Wilderneſs m 


their Cities; whence, f the Fame of fuch 
ads fiyes, it leaves fo bloody a'track in the 
flight, that it #ains theGlory. Alltheſe 
(l have mentioned) donot ack humane 
Excellency, nor come OY fo _ perf (r08 
we Qeltre, | 
But 
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being the ready way to it; b prfiling 
ou? Wills; as well as cnlera : 
ſtandings: Ithas all worth mn _ -apk 
cellent an obje&t; :as God: can n- beſtow in; 
regard of Mankind it'is Beneficial, |a. rhe: 
ſervant to our Peace and Intereſt, quench- 
ing all -thole Heats and Paflions. that di- 
ſtarb it. To canchade, itisevery ryiway: love. | 
ly,wherher you regard its/good* here zi'or: 
its Plr I —__ Therefore the Fibke 
of fire wori$4s 10/its flight High undClete, 
like that Heaven pre, rear VFhy- 
(ſhould 'wenot then ſtir up our. Ambition: 
ro purſue it, jandileave. our. queſt- of | any 
other reno271, that is ſo fow-and finking 7 
V Villche-Reopartation of : Arts, Riches, or 
V alour, feick tos atithe, Day .whena proof 
of their help isxkpetted 7 "Behold they. 
treacherouſly leave as in our needs-:-where- 
as the Good Name of 2 Chriſtian ftands cloſe - 
W-Us at the} Hor of -Deatl-t6- fweeren 
the Pangs”, and remains after: Deach'to- 
embaln: Us... [: 
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® defigh ofithis AſſemblygisibeÞleQion 
of yourchief, Magiſtrate ;-a-VV-ork highly 
Ukpl cache Church, as tris” Serviceabl, 
' 20 therState:: Therefore a. good Choice - 
may: Conſecrate the Day; when a bad one | 
Profansnt, The iPatten-of: Government 
Þhavealreadypropos'd; the Vertue'of it 
Lhaveſhown, and. what Honour attends 
aÞPedpiethys Goyernidai Upon: Yo all 
theſt depend; and inYiou Ky the: perfed 
ing\of..Y our Gity.:'Theniwill Your ”y 
ſurely; ſandy) and in; theit ful) -Dgauty 
preſetvedyci whey You : conſtancy. 

Ment Jefend, and Chiidians tbl F thery 
Alas! :what-does all. the pawp of. Powtt 
_ Ggnifyjorthe Stock of: Yourl Riches with: 
.out:Rale f Is not that River. You trads 
by, an-emblem of their: Vanity? whien 
frows 1 in a full Eide, when i tt conv EYS: - You 
| Weakh, andeebbs again, to-gaIng Lip: of --/ 
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the ſhortnels of (its ſtay. But-where Good 
Rulers areſcrled, there Greatneſs isifixid;; - 
and Fame too, with all the advantages thac 
follow it--7 {1 ; 55d 11 

This City, I now ſpeak to, 'may deſer- 
vedly be compar'd to-the Greateſt Cities 
inthe W orld, whether we regard the No- 
bleneſs of the Works, or the Strength of 
the Inhabitants : Men fit to buy Kingdoms, 

- nay,(which is greater) to Conquer them : 
Your Magiſtrates alſo have of late Years 
excel[din the Qrder, Wiſdom, and' Loyalty 
of . their Rule; nothing remains, but a 
continuanceof that Exerciſe, and afarther 
advancing of: Gods Ghurch, by -fappre(- 
ſing Vice in the Subjet. The buildings of 
Your Walls are quickly diſpatch'd; bue 
here the S«7lging muſt be :always:carry'd 
on; norean iteyer-be thought finithable, 
while corruption prevails. - Oh let no tu- 
mults;he heard-in-thae'wark, nor Inttocent 
blood ſeen,: to) make::Y our mortar: all-tem- 
per'd ;- let the Vaice.of | Peace betheard in 

4 Your 
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| Your Strears; arid of Juſtice in Your. A, 
ſomblies #:1er 'GoP8$:Whurch-and Fitths 
be upheld:; -and : Debauchery* kept from 

' mocking Your-Sabbaths ; in a word; make 
oood Your Ci. Armsiin the [trifnels of 
a Chriſtian Profefſion with Loyalty joynd. 
Upon both accounts; a-Gaod Magiſtrate 
is' neceſtary, for- maintaining: Faith; and 
Obedfencein the:mulricude;?to which they- 
areled net {o.-much(by ſtanding Laws, as 
by Lifeand. PraRiice; .' From {uch! a. one 
theyeaſily:|carn' ,\ whatever is praiſe-wor- 
thy; and dutifully regard every Orderhe 
ſets iuÞ.,- as an' Image of that Vertue He 
exerciſes ;''but-fhould-' his? manners fail; 
ſhould'he: caſt 'off.Conſcience 'and turn 
wicked, all his Orders, though 'never ſo. 
good, weilk(like BoJies:upors Oidbets): be 
contend, :: Judge Yow whar:will- follow 

tharcontempt ; Evils ſo ' ſharp: and-pref | 
ſing; chat the late Calamhties:Gificompard | 

.. them')t are buo Titeke- i ſajesi of } ap> ; 
ment. 'The- Plague and: Vice)! You-hav? 

om T1 endur'd: | 
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The Excellency of -Piitmitive Government. 25 ©? 
endur'd are nothing ſo deſtruQive, as a © 
bad Government ; for thisis a Plague of a 

ſtrange T aint, that ſeizes the Soul, and a 

Fire of an operation as ſtrange, wherethe 

gold only waſts,and the droſs encreaſes.Oh ! 

how would this City be lifted up, did both 
Magiſtrate and People unite in the Buil- 

ding ! Canever Your breaches be fill'd but 

by a leading hand , or Your ruins heal'd 

without good ArchiteFs to cure then ? 

Still (Right Honourable) will this City. 

lye deſolate , if Sin be not remov'd by the 
Authority of Examples...By them muſt 

Your Greatnefs be confirm'd, who can add 

to your Glory , what" will defend: Your: | 

Glory ? Thetirle of a-Rigbteous and Faith- 

ful City, — 


Now to God the Father to- God the-Son and: 
to ©od the Yoly:Ghott'be aſcribd, &c. —- | 


